ABSTRACT . The new variety Tripterospermum chinense var. linearifolium X. F. Jin (Gentianaceae) is described from Zhejiang, eastern China, and distinguished from T. chinense (Migo) Harry Smith. Leaf characteristics of both varieties were statistically analyzed, and pollen grain and seed morphology was observed under SEM. SEM results showed that pollen and seed morphology did not differ between the new variety and the autonymic variety. According to the results of statistical analysis, T. chinense var. linearifolium differs mainly from the autonymic variety in having narrower leaves (3-9 mm vs. 11-43 mm) and solitary flowers (vs. two to five flowers).
Tripterospermum Blume is widely accepted by taxonomists (Satake, 1951; Liu & Kuo, 1978; Wu, 1984 Wu, , 1988 Murata, 1989; Ho & Pringle, 1995) . The genus comprises 25 species worldwide and is distributed primarily in East and South Asia (Murata, 1989) . Nineteen species belonging to two sections are recognized in China, namely section Platyspermum C. J. Wu and section Tripterospermum (Wu, 1984 (Wu, , 1988 . C. B. Clarke (1875) treated the genus Tripterospermum in Crawfurdia Wallich as a section, and later he changed its rank to subgenus (Wu, 1988) . Marquand (1931) Comparing the morphological characters of the two varieties of Tripterospermum chinense, the distinguishing characters were the shape of the cauline leaves (especially leaf width) and the number of flowers. Leaves of T. chinense var. chinense are ovate or narrowly ovate to ovate-lanceolate, with the base rounded, truncate, or cordate, and are 11-43 mm wide, whereas those of the new variety are linear, with the base cuneate, and are 3-9 mm wide (Fig. 1) . Test of significance for leaf width showed a significant difference (P , 0.01). Each fertile node of T. chinense var. chinense is 2-to 5-flowered, while the new variety has solitary flowers at each node. Under SEM, the seeds of the two varieties of T. chinense are similar: the shape is oblong, with broad wings on margins, and seed surface ornamentation is finely reticulate, with distinct muri and small lumina with irregular folds. The pollen morphology of the two varieties is also similar in its spheroidal and 3-colporate form with distinct, irregular, and smooth raphes on the surface sculpture. Although pollen and seed morphology are similar, the differences in floral and leaf morphology clearly distinguish the two varieties. Perennial herb; stems terete, twining, green or brown. Basal leaves in 2 pairs, nearly prostrate, sessile, papyraceous, ovate, obovate, or rounded, 1.2-5 3 1-3 cm, apex acute, base cuneate or broadly cuneate, margin entire, dark green on adaxial surface, sometimes with yellowish green spots, pale green on abaxial surface; cauline leaves linear, membranaceous, 5-10 3 0.3-0.9 cm, base cuneate, margin entire, apex acuminate to caudate; veins 3; petiole 0.2-0.3 mm. Inflorescences axillary, with solitary flower per node; pedicel very short, 1-2 mm, with 1 or 2 pairs of bracts, linear, herbaceous, 3-4 mm. Calyx campanulate, 1.5-1.8 cm; tube 8-9 mm, wingless; lobes linear-lanceolate, 6-9 mm; corolla pale purplish white, with opalescent plicae; tube narrowly campanulate, 3-3.5 cm; corolla lobes triangularovate, 4-5 3 3-4 mm, apex acuminate; plicae semiorbicular, ca. 5 3 3 mm; filaments linear, 1.5-1.7 cm; anthers ovoid, ca. 1.5 mm; ovary ellipticlanceolate, attenuate on both sides, ca. 2.5 cm, with a long stipe to 10 mm long; style linear, 9-11 mm; stigma persistent, ca. 1 mm. Capsules ellipsoid, compressed, 2.5-2.7 cm 3 3-4 mm, included in corolla; seeds brown, orbicular, compressed, ca. 2 mm diam.; wings discoid. (IUCN, 2001 ), the new variety should be considered Near Threatened (NT), and there is a need for its future conservation. Tripterospermum chinense var. linearifolium grows on Mt. Fengyang and Mt. Jiulong, two natural reserves of China, and its habitats are well preserved. However, its area of distribution is less than 10,000 km 2 and the population is less than 5000 individuals. 
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